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Lateral Braid Hat 

Requirements: 

 

Yarn: 1 Skein Bulky Weight Yarn.  I used Lamb's Pride Bulky (125 yards (114 meters and 113 grams 

(3.99 ounces)) for this hat.   

Needles: 1 size 10.5 circular needle (16 inch length works great), and 4 size 10.5 dpns to decrease the last 

few rounds of the hat.  (I didn't have size 10.5, so I used size 10s just to do the last 3 decreases, and they 

worked fine.)  You could also knit the entire hat in dpns if you prefer. 

 

Gauge:  Stated gauge for yarn is 12 stitches for 4 inches.  I tend to knit a little loose, and so I had 14 

stitches for 4 inches using 10.5 needles.   

 

This pattern is written for an adult sized hat.  

 

Abbreviations: 

 

K:   Knit 

P:  Purl 

K2tog:  Knit 2 stitches together 

M1R:  make 1 right.  Pick up the bar between the last stitch you knit and the one you are about to knit.  

Pick it up from back to front, and then knit in the front of the stitch.   

Pattern Stitch:  Lateral Braid 

The round begins with a M1R.  After you make your stitch it will be on your right needle. Put this stitch 

BACK onto the left hand needle. 

*Knit into the BACK of the second stitch on the left hand needle.  After you knit into the back of the 

second stitch,  immediately knit into the front of the FIRST stitch on the left hand needle. (This is the 

stitch that you made a minute ago, and then slipped back to the left hand needle.) 

After you knit into the front of the first stitch, then you will slip both these first and second stitches off the 

left hand needle. 

You will have two new stitches on your right hand needle. Put the leftmost stitch – the first stitch on the 

right hand needle – back on the left hand needle. Repeat from *.   

When you finish the end of the round, you are going to have one extra stitch, because you did that 

increase at the very beginning. So to get rid of it, just slip the first stitch of the next round (on left hand 

needle) back to the right hand needle, and pass the last stitch of the round over that stitch – like if you 

were doing a bind off. ) Take the last stitch on the right hand needle (the one on which you just did the 

pass over) and move it back to the left hand needle. Now you are back to your original number of stitches 

and are good to go. 
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For more detail plus photos, please refer to my blog tutorial on the lateral braid stitch.   

I have also written a brief tutorial on the lateral braid stitch.  Please refer to:  

http://cpeezers.wordpress.com/2011/01/06/lateral-braid-a-little-how-to/ 

 

Pattern: 

 

Cast on 64 stitches.  Join into a round taking care not to twist the stitches.  

 

K2 P2 around.  Repeat until ribbing measures 2 inches. 

 

 

Lateral Braid Section: 

 

Round 1:  Lateral braid.   

 

Rounds 2 and 3:  Knit 

 

Round 4:  Lateral braid. 

 

-------------------- 

 

Now knit until hat measures 5 inches from cast on edge (or to your desired length.). 

 

 

Crown Shaping:  (if you are using circular needles, switch to dpns when the crown of the hat has 

been decreased so much that it becomes too tight and difficult to knit anymore with the circulars.) 

 

Round 1:  K6, K2tog 

Round 2:  K around 

Round 3:  K5, K2tog 

Round 4:  K around 

Round 5:  K4, K2tog 

Round 6:  K around 

Round 7:  K3, K2tog 

Round 8:  K around 

Round 9:  K2, K2tog 

Round 10:  K around 

Round 11:  K1 K2tog 

Round 12:  K around 

 

Finishing 

Cut the working yarn leaving a 6 inch tail. Thread this through a tapestry needle and sew through the 

remaining stitches on the needles while taking them off the needle. Pull through and secure top.  

Weave in ends. 


